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Let your readers like you 

• Think about who will read your article and 
under what sort of conditions it will be read 

• Try to write to busy “REAL WORLD” readers 

• We want to have readers to cite our work 

 

• Offer something useful: easy-to-grab nuggets 

• Three items in an effective articles: 
Readability, Credibility, Value 
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Some Helpful Tips 

• Write the research question first 

– In order to present science 

– It’s your “quality assurance” 

– Foundation of scientific credibility 
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Tips on state the research questions 

– Progression of depression after treatment with 
ECT. 

The purpose of our study was to determine if 
depression after treatment with ECT significantly 
differs from its before-treatment value. 
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Tips on state the research questions 

• Compare two medicines, Ciprofloxacin vs. 
Cephalexin, for their efficacy in reducing 
infections of the urinary tract in women. 

– Intervention : Two medicines 

– Outcome : Recurrence of infections 

– Time : one year 

 Our research question was, does the number of 
reoccurrences of infections significantly differ 
between the Ciprofloxacin group and the 
Cephalexin group?  
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Read Your Text Aloud  

• After drafting your paper, put it aside for at 
least two days 

• When you pick it up again, read it aloud to 
find many 

– Unclear sentences 

– Jumps in logic 

– Simply grammar errors 

• Checklist could help you much at this step 
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Peer Reviewing 

• Arrange to meet your colleagues occasionally 
to critique each other’s work 
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Finish a Section 

Put it aside for 2 days 

Check the Structure  

Put it aside for 2 days 

Check the Style 

Algorithm – Check 



Structure Check List 

• Does my Title identify the topic and will it 
attract the reader? 

• Does my Abstract clearly answer the following 
questions? 

– Why did I start? 

– What did I do? 

– What did I find? 

– What does it mean? 
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Structure Check List 

• Does my Introduction “tell a story” by leading 
the reader to the aim of my research?  

– Are the problem and its consequences clear? 

– Have I clearly worded the aim? 

– Are the dependent and independent variables 
clear? 
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Structure Check List 

• Is my Materials and Methods section so clear 
that an experiences scientist could repeat my 
study?   

• Does my Results section clearly present the 
data and the relationships I found between 
the variables? 
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Structure Check List 

• Does my Discussion section 

– Start by answering the question posed in the 
Introduction? 

– Explain how the results support the answer? 

– Clearly point out the consequences of my work 
and the next step?  
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Structure Check List 

Does my entire article make a good first 
impression?  

– Does it looks like an English article?  

– Have I used English-style paragraph breaks by 
indenting the first word, just like the journal do? 

– Does my abstract follow the journal’s guidelines?  
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Style 

• Are my sentences too long? 

• Have I used link words to joint sentences? 

• Have I put the action in the verb? 

• Have I used active sentences where possible? 

• Can I cut out unnecessary words? 

• Will my reader understand my jargon? 
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Writer’s Block 

• It’s a common disease with different 
symptoms: 
– You sit in front of a blank screen and do not know where to 

go. 

– You find an excuse NOT to sit in front of the screen, such as 
searching for yet more data or madly cleaning your house, 
or taking the family out. 

– You start to write but after the first sentence, your head is 
empty. 

– You have some very good ideas but you just cannot seem 
to find the words for them. 
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How to overcome writer’s block 

• Do you realize that you do not have to get it right the first 
time. 

• Do realize that writing is the only remedy 

• Do not try to put it into a logical order, but just write as 
ideas come into your head-Keep writing! 

• Do not worry about grammar or spelling-Keep writing!! 

• Do write it in English, but If you cannot think of the right 
English word, write it in your own language-Keep writing!!! 

• You can always come back and fix it up; just keep writing!!!! 

• Do keep writing!!!!! 
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Questions Please … 

The Journal des sçavans (later 
renamed Journal des savants), 
founded by Denis de Sallo, was 
the earliest scientific journal 
published in Europe. 

The first edition appeared as a 
twelve page quarto pamphlet on 
Monday, 5 January 1665. 
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